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MATT RAY
Pianist Matt Ray is having a breakout year.  With a new trio record climbing the jazz charts, and steady CD sales worldwide, Matt is currently planning his first US tour as a leader. 

Originally from Washington, DC, Matt Ray has been a fixture on the New York jazz scene for more than a decade, performing at just about every venue in town including Smoke, the Jazz Standard, Small's, Fat Cat, Birdland, the Blue Note, Dizzy's Club Coca-Cola, and the Knitting Factory.  For the past few years he’s been honing his trio concept at standard New York testing grounds such as Cleopatra’s Needle and Sofia’s, and serving as a first-call pianist to dozens of New York’s most demanding artists. 
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The results of this young man’s work can be heard on his two releases for Consolidated Artists Productions: We Got It! (2002), on which bassist Rodney Whitaker and drummer Greg Hutchinson fill out the rhythm section, and his latest album, Lost In New York (2006), which features the rock-solid bass playing of Danton Boller (Jazz Mandolin Project, Bennie Wallace, Roy Hargrove), and the stellar drumming of Quincy Davis (Tom Harrell).  

 
These albums are snapshots of a pianist and bandleader whose refreshingly personal style and deeply rooted swing is winning over listeners worldwide.  
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We Got It! climbed as high as #12 on the Jazz radio airplay charts, and was one of the most played jazz CDs in America for 2002.  Released in December, Lost In New York is currently receiving airplay on jazz radio both nationwide and abroad, as well as on internet and Satellite radio stations. 

In sixteen years as a professional musician Matt has worked all over the world with a diverse group of artists including Joe Lovano, Jeremy Pelt, Anita O'Day, Wayne Escoffery, Ari Hoenig, Bobby Hutcherson, Allan Harris, Marcus Belgrave, and Curtis Stigers. 


In 1999 Matt was honored as a semi-finalist in the prestigious Thelonious Monk International Jazz Piano Competition.  The following year, his trio toured as US Dept. of State/Kennedy Center Jazz Ambassadors throughout the Caribbean and Central America. Most recently Matt gave performances in Beijing, Tokyo, and Yokohama.


Those jazz fans who have discovered Matt Ray are inevitably drawn back to his work over and over again.  With his release of Lost in New York, and his expanding tour schedule, Matt is finding an ever-widening circle of admirers.  Dedicated fans, other musicians, DJs, writers all agree -- Matt Ray is a unique artist with a warmth and soulfulness that are not to be missed
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